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Understanding the different Video Formats

The two main video standards you hear about are NTSC and PAL. There actually are standards for
both Color and Monochrome pictures.

EIA is the standard for monochrome and NTSC is the color standard we use. CCIR is the standard
for monochrome and PAL is the color standard for various other countries.

The different standards are historical and were set by the AC mains supply frequency of the country.
EIA/NTSC use 60 fields per second with 525 scan lines and CCIR/PAL uses 50 fields per second
with 625 scan lines.

The first color TV broadcast system was implemented in the United States in 1953. This
was based on the NTSC - National Television System Committee standard.

The PAL - Phase Alternating Line standard was introduced in the early 1960's and
implemented in most European countries. The PAL standard utilizes a wider channel
bandwidth than NTSC which allows for better picture quality.
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The following countries use the NTSC format

The following countries use the P A L system
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